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March 14 f 1968 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


♦ 

SUBJECT: Summary of Dean Acheson^s Proposal. 
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• 1. We should make available such forces as we can muster ire 

needed in the next emergency months. 

* 

2. We should immediately set about a study in which the brightest 
and ablest civilians and military in the Government take part. 

3. This study should consist of: 

m 

• 

An examination of what has happened over the last year in 
Vietnam, including, of course, the Tet offensive and its aftermath. This 

should be a careful, factual effort. . 

♦ * 

y 

We should then examine, docking ahead over the future, what 
we can expect from the government^ of ^Vietnam and its military forces in 
undertaking its share of the allied ct^vincr t 


undertaking its share of the allied staying together; improving i&T/>£ 

qualityand energy of government; improving its military p>r t TV», 

We should then analyze how we can deal with North Viet na m 
and its military forces. We should look backward at what we have done, our 
successes and failures. What could we'do? 

m 

-- On the basis of an assessment of the past, the GVN possibilities 
and the possibilities of coping with the North Vietnamese, we should then launch 
ourselves on a path looking towards progressive disengagement over whatever 
period of time we judge appropriate. 
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